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The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and others connected with aviation. 

---000--—- 


APPOINTMENT OF BRIGADIER=GENERALS IN THE AIR CORPS 


The Secretary of War announces that the Presidéentn has approved recommenda~ 
tions for the following appointmerits of Brigadier-Generals in the Air Corps: 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL WILLIAM E. GILLMORE - Col. Gillmore was born in Lorain, 
Ohio, November 29, 1876. He served as first lieutenant with the Ohio Infantry 
in 1898 and was initially commissioned in the Regular Army from civil life as a 
second lieutenant of Infantry on February 2, 1901. 

Col, Gillmore served on varied duties with the Infantry through to the grade 
of major. His connection with the Air Corps started in December, 1917, when he 
was assigned to the Office of the Chief Signal Officer as Executive Officer and 
Chief of the air personnel office. He later occupied the same position in the 
office of the Director of Military Aeronautics. During the World War he remained 
in various executive positions with the Air Corps, to which he was permanently 
transferred in 1920. In 1921 he graduated from the Air Corps Pilots' Schooi and 
the Air Corps Lombardment School. 

Since the war Col. Gillmore has held several important positions in the Air 
Corps, as follows: Inspector of Air Corps training; Commanding Officer of Kelly 
Field, San Antonio, Texas; and Air Officer of the Ninth Corps Area, with station 
in San Francisco, Calif. However, the greater part of his service since 1919 
has been in the position he now holds as Chief of the Supply Division in the 
Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, at Washington, 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL FRANK P. LAHM = Colonel Lahm was born November 17, 16877, 
at Mansfield, Ohio, and entered the United States Military Academy from Ohio in 
1897. He graduated in June, 1901, and was assigned to whe Cavalry. He served 
with the Cavalry through the grade of captain on various duties; and graduated 
from the Mounted Service School, Fort Riley, Kansas, in 1911. 

Colonel Lahm's connection with aviation started shortly after his graduation 
from West Point, He became interested in ballours and finally, in 1906, was the 
unofficial United States entrant in the first Gordon-Bennett International Ballou. 
Race, which he won, Thereafter, he was associated periodically with all air ac- 
tivities Of the Army, and in 1913 qualified as a Military Aviator. He was com- 
missioned a captain of the Aviation Section of the Signal Corps in 1916, since 
which time he has remained with the Air Service. 

At the beginning of the World War Colonel Lahm was in command of the Balloon 
School at Fort Omaha, Nebr. In 1917 he.was sent to England and France for the 
purpose of visiting balloon training schools in those countries and obserwing the 
equipment and maneuvering of captive balloons on the western battle front. Later 
he was assigned to duty at Hars., American Expeditionary Forces, in connection 
with the balloon service. He was then given an assignment in the Office of the 
Chief of Air Service, Operations Section, Zone of the Advance. Later he was as- 
Signed as Commander of the Air Service of the Second Arny. 

Since the war the more important duties performed by Colonel Lahm are as 
follows: Member Advisory Board,. Air Service; Student at Army War College; and 
Member War Department General Staff. At present he is Air Officer of the Ninth 
Corps Area at San Francisco, Calif. His total aviation service is about 124.yrs, 
in addition to service in the Philippine Islands while assigned to the Cavalry. 

Colonel Lahm was awurded the Distinguished Service Medal with the following 
citation: "For exceptionally meritorious and distinguished service. A balicon 
pilot of marked ability and scientific attainments; he rendered valuable cevvice 
to the American Expeditionary Forces by his untiring devotion to the innumerable 
problems which faced the Air Service during its organizatica in France. lis 
broad experience in aeronautics played em important part in the forvmuletion of 
Policies of the Air Service and was reflected in its successes during the ot. 
Mihiel offensive and subsequently in the operations of the 2nd Army." 


He was awarded the French Legion of Honor and the Portuguese Order rd Avis. 
V-5584, A 








4& SChO OF THE MADRID -.iANILA FLIRHG 
by the News Letter Correspondent 


Way 13, 1926, was a tive day at Camp Nichols, Rizal, Philippine Islands: 
The long awaited arrival of the liadrid-lianila flyers had come te pass. The gre: 
Legaspi Ship swoored gertly down into our landing field, and a new paje was add 
to the History of Avietion. 

~All eyes were turned towards Cazp Nichols on that day, and a trenuendcous 
welcome was accorded the two brave Spanish Captains, Gallarza and Loriga, who h: 
survived the gruelling flicht which paved the way across deserts, mountains and 
seas from the Mother Courtry 

Excitement was high: when our planes took off to escort the Spaniards on the 
last. leg of their long flicht. 


2 
3 


After a short weit, word was received that the planes had left Camp Stotser 
3. = 


burg at 11:05 a.m. and when they hove into sight at last, a creat roar wert up 
from the vast thvonzs outside the roped off area around the field. The planes 


circled the field cuce, and the Spanish ship then detached itself frou the foru: 


tion and made a beatiful lencing 


S° 


It. was then that the crowd wernt wild. The volunteer guards, numbering mors 
than two hundred, — swept aside, and the crowds rushed to the ship. A rinzec 
-guard was hastily rown around the plane, but the crowd managed to reach the 


flyers, ani ete ste on eager shoulders for a triumphent march to post head- 
quarters. 

Local Spaniards were out in great nuibers to meet and sreet their country- 
men. Many beautiful Senoritas aitended, adorned in their nutive gaily colored 
shawls and laces. It was, indesd, a setting from Uld ifadrid wiich greeted the 
eyes of the two tired, but. vic st oxj.ous flyers 2s they were borne around the field 
on the shoulders of their ccapstriots. 

After a short rose, the sreat parade to lanila was on its way, with the two 
weary airmen seated in flower bedecked cars. 

Caap Nichols had performed its duty nobly in the welcoming of these pioneer 
of the air. 


— 


IMPORTANT NOTICES TO JUNIOR OFFICERS O 


Ls | 


AIR CORPS 
The Adjutant General of the Aruy has issued the following circular: 


“An Act of Comsress, approved july 3, 1926, entitled ‘An Act To Pro- 
vide more effectively for the nationsl defense by increasing the efficiency 
of the Air Corns of the skies of the United States, and for other purposes, ' 
provides in part as fyllows . 

SEC. 4, CORRECTION OF PR 20OMCTION LIST. -<- That the Secretary of War 
and he-is hereby, directed to investigate and study the allezed i } 


id ’ 

é njustices 
which exist in the promotion list of the Arny and to submit to Congress on 
the second Mondcy of December, 1925, this study, tosether with his recom 
mendations for psa if any, in-the presem promotion list. 

In order to facilitate action by the War Department in this connection, it 
is desired that any officer why believes that his name does nat at the present 
time occupy its just place en fen promoticn list, submit imaedistely by letier 
direct te The Adjviart General, a statement of the “facts, which in his estimatio 


. 


a a ee eee D 


warrant “such ¢ a beliof." 


Vie 


---000--- 
WASHINGTON 19 SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, IN ONE DAY. 


. Washington, D.C., to San Antonio, Texas, in one day, is the record of iajor 
Carl Spatz, on duty in the Office Chief of the Air Corps, Washington, who left 
BollingFieid a 5:19 o*clock on the morning of July 20th and arrived at Keuily 
Field, San Antonio, Texas, eat 7:30 P.M. 

Vajor Spatz flew cne of the néew Curtiss single-seater pursuit planes = Pl. 

The distance is 1,600 wiles, and the route followed was Bolling Field; Wri 
Field, Ohio; Scott Field, Tll.; Muskogee, Okla., and Kelly Field.. 

=2= V-5584, A.C. 
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SECOND DIVISION, AIR CORPS, BIDS GOOD LYE TO EL PASO, TEXAS. 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


After having served et Fort Sliss, El Paso, Texas, for approximately five 
years in conjunction with the First Cavairy Division, the Second Division, Air 
Corps, Comprising the 12th Observation Squaaron and First Photo Section, eisbarkec 
fron that post June 21st, at about 5:00 p.u., aboard train for Fort Sam Houston, 
Texas, in cowpliance with orders from tne Office of the Chief of Air Corps and 
dighth Corps Area Headquarters. The unit consisted of 2 officers and 79 enlistec 
men, Captain Walter Bender, Adjutant, being in command. Capt. L.S. Johnson, N.C. 
Flight Surgeon, also accompanied this contingent. Fourteen enlisted men with pr: 
vately owned automobiles were permitted to drive overland, and five officers and 
three enlisted men departed for their new station by airplane. 

At. the time of departure, two officers, Lieuts. L.D. Weddington and R.H. 
Clark, with two mechanics, flying Douglas 0-2 planes, were on detached service at 
Camp Marfa, Texas, in connection with maneuvers of ground troops. 

The Commandins Officer of Biggs Field, Major John N. Reynolds, flew a DH, 
leaving Fort Bliss on June 23rd, after having adjusted the final odds and ends of 
official business in connection with the movement of his command, He arrived at 
the new station the same day. 

Completing his mission at Camp Marfa, Lieut . Weddington returned to his new 
station at 4:00 p.m., June 26th, but Lieut. Clark and his mechanic, also flying : 
0-2 from Marfa and leaving there at the same time as Lieut. Weddington, had a 
forced landing in the vicinity of Comstock, Texas, due to broken connecting rod. 
A new motor was sent the following uorning by truck with a repair crew. 

The contingent which left Fort Jliss by train arrived at San Antonio at 2:0( 
pm, June 22nd, and was immediately transported by motor trucks to their new bar- 
racks, the old Remount Depot Barracks about three miles northeast of Fort Sam 
Houston proper, Since arrival everybody has been busy with the work of 
"rehabilitation" - so very little air work has been done. The quarters assigned 
to officers and enlisted men had been unoccupied for a considerable period, and 
much work is required to restore them to a semblance of respectability, the entir 
area being overgrown with weeds and shrubbery. So there are many weeks of hard 
labor "in addition to our regular duties" ahead of us before we can feel very pre 
of our new home, Our married noncommissioned officers are facing an even worse 
situation than "our single .zen in barracks", however. The quarters assigned to 
them are relics of the war dceys, and most of them are compelled to live in tents 
or rent quarters in the city, ‘ 

Nevertheless, although I au convinced that most members of the command re~ 
pretted leaving El Paso, where we had so many pleasant personal connections, it : 
cannot be denied that it is a pleasure to rest one's eyes on the green fields anc 
woods of this locality in comparison to the arid plains and stark mountains of or 
forinier station - even though the "green fields” are only rank weeds, And then t} 
barracks of the enlisted men, to rest flush to the San Ant onio-Austin highway , 
efford the men a new interest in watching the traffic of thousands of automobiles 
passing in the cool of the evening. 

- In regard to the flying field, much could be said as to improvements needed. 
It is shallow in the center, and in rainy weather a small lake forms there. The 
weeds are very high and must be moved, but we expact to have a respectable flyin; 
field eventually. 

The quarters assigned to the enlisted wen are inadequate as to size for the 
number of men they must house, so until other arrangements can be made they are 
compelled to live somewhat crowded. 

The 24th Photo Section, which was an adjunct of the Detachment, 2nd Division, 
Air Corps, at Fort Sam Houston upon arrival, has been placed on inactive list an 
its personnel transferred to the lst Photo Section, thus making that organizatio.. 


39 men stronz, or 19 ser overstrength. This number will be gradually absorbed, 


however. The 12th Observation Squadron, 125 men, is also overstrength, and the 
Surplus will be adjusted in the same manner. 

The following officers are now assigned to the Second Division, Air Corps: 
ilajor John Reynolds, Commanding; Captain Walter Bender, Adjutant; lst Licuts. 
Charles Douglas, Leonard D. Weddington, Harry Weddington, J.A. Smith, Rob. 
Williamson, R.E. Wriston, 2nd Lieuts. R.H. Clark, L.P. Holcomb, and Captain L.5. 


Johnson, Medical Corps, Flight Surgeon. 
ya V-5584, AS 








OFFIC BOY TAKES A LONG AIRPLANE RIDE 


The office boy is a pretty hard individual to squelch, at least so is the one ix 
the employ of the National Air Transport, Inc., at Chicago. The youngster appa- 
rently had exhausted his supply of grandmothers in his endeavors to get away fre 
the office in the afternoons to witness the White Sox or the Cubs play ball, or 
else baseball had palled on him. At any rate, he suddenly became obscessed witi 
@ wild desire to take an airplane ride. For downright persistency a youthful 
aviation enthusiast is in a class by himself. The NAT office boy finally wore 
down the objections of the Chief Enginéer of the Company who, realizing that th 
boy would not be happy until he got an airplane ride, at last gave his consent, 
That official was of the convi. ction that by the time the airplane got to the 
first stop, sioline, Ill., the youngster would have his fill of airplaning and 
would come back home by train. 

As subsequent events proved, however, the Chief Engineer of the NAT was off 
his reckoning. The boy settleg himself comfortably among the uail bags in the 
mail compartment of the Curtiss Carrier Pigeon and waved to the pilot to "let ‘er 
go", woline, Ill., had no attractions, however, nor did Kansas City. The bey 
stuck to his ship until Dallas, Texas, the terminus of the route, was reached, 

After taking in the sights of Dallas and concluding that it was not quite so 
lively there as in "good old Chi", the youngster again settled himself in the 
mail compartment of «a northbound Carrier Pigeon, and in due time reached Chicago. 

This airplane ride of over 2,000 miles by a boy is no doutt a world's record 
It is safe to predict that when he becomes old enough he will apply for flying 
training at one of the flying schools. 

ooo0oco 


STOWAWAY PAINTER ENJOYS AN AIRPLANE RIDE. 


According to the NEWS LETTER Correspondent from the San Antonio Air Interne- 
diate Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, a civilian painter, temporarily employed at th. 
station, in five minutes rose from the rank of earthbound dope spreader to a 
painter of the skies. Recently, while flight-testing a Martin bomber, the test 


pilot was surprised to observe a paint brush stealing forth from the dark recess. 


of the fusclage in the rear, followed by a painter, who had douttless sensed thai 
something was amiss, He was dopins some patches in the fabric on the rear fuse- 
lage, and when he came out to seve what it was all about he was pleasantly sur- 
prised to note thet old "terra firma" had receded a thousand feet or more. He 
proved to be quite an adept in his new and elevated vocation, and painted the 


Clouds with quite the nonchalance of the true sky artist. He had requested perm::. 


sion to ride in an airplarie, which was not granted, and as to the veracity of his 
contention that he was ignorant of the fact that he was borne skyward the NEWS 
LETTER Correspondent declines to make any comment. 

---000--- 


LONG-DISTANCE PHOTOGRAPHY 


The plans which are under way at wcCook Field, Dayton, Ohio, by the Engineer. 
ing Division of the Army Air Corps, for long-range photography will not be com- 
pleted before the end of July, at which time, after several test flights, an ef- 
fort will be made to photograph the City of Detroit from an airplane flying at a 
hich altitude over Dayton , " 

With a certain new lenes a camera is being developed which will take photo- 
graphs from an altitude of 30,000 feet, completely out of sight of the ground, 
yet when the photocreph is developed the size of the picture is the same as if 
it had been taken from an altitude of 10,000 feet. 

---000--- 


GERMAN WAR VESSEL VISITS HONOLULU 


The German licht cruiser "Hamburg", the first German war vessel in Hawaiian 
waters since the World War, recently put into the port of Honolulu, according to 
word received in the Office of the Chief of Air Corps, and aerial photographs 
were made of the vessel while she was firing her salvos of salutes. Navy planes 
flew in formation over the vessel as a sort of escort, while an Arny phot ographic 
plane, soaring far abegve, took photographs, 

——— V-5584, AC 
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THE ATx CORPS TECHNICAL SCHOCL, CHANUTE FIEL! 
by Captain Falk Harel, Air Service Reserve 


Practically the entire educational syste of the Army Air Corps, as it af~ 
fects its enlisted personnel, is carried on at the Air Corps Technical School at 
Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ill. While the various courses of instruction given at 
this school are confined mostly to enlisted men, a limited number of officers 
avail theselves of advanced courses of instruction in such subjects as aerial 
photosraphy, ermament, communications, etc, 

Chanute Field is situated on the edge of the village of Rantoul and is ap- 
proximately one mile from the Illinois Central Railroad station. Rantoul is 114 
miles south of Chicago, on the main line of the Illinois Central. It is but sev: 
wiles north of Chaanpaien and Urbana, Ill., the latter place being the location o: 
the University of Illinois, At Champaign railroad connections can be made to 
Indianapolis, Ind. The Illinois State Highway, Route No. 25, furnishes concrete 
highway road connectious to Chicago, points south of Rantoul, and also through 
Champaign and Urbana with Inaianepolis and points to the east and with St. Louis 
and points west. Eight trains on the Illinois Central, four northbound and four 
southbound, make stops daily at Rantoul. 

It is doubtful is there aro schools anywhere else in this country which af- 
ford vocational training of such a thorough character as that which can be obtai 
ed at Chanute Field, particularly in such a brief space of time as six months. 
The Technical School is one of the reasons why the Air Corps is such a desirable 
and popular branch of the service to the man who enlists in the Army. Men with 
very little or no mechanical training, with no vocation to carry then through the 
battle of life, come to the School and depart six wonths later fully qualified to 
follow one of such vocational pursuits as photographer, radio mechanic, radio 
operator, airplane wechenic, aircraft armorer, auto mechanic, engine mechanic, 
carpenter, etc, 

As is natural to assuue, the purpose of the Technical School is to train 
enlisted men along various lines of mechanical pursuits incident to the operation 
of the Air Corps, this an order to promote the highest operating efficiency pos- 
sible. The lives of the Army airmen depend on the thoroughness and skill of air- 
plane and engine mechanics, and the best men in that line of work are not too 
good in that connection. Nothing ont S8fve to bolster up the morale of the Arny 
flyer than the knowledge that his airplane is in the hands of a thoroughly train 
ed and skilled mechanic. 

That the Air Corps Technical, School is a populdr: institution may be deduced 
from the fact that, as a general rule, enlisted men isaking application to attend 
same pay their own way to Rantoul, both coming and going. Some are fortunate to 
be able to avail themselves of airplane transportation; others not so oenapaet 
cheerfully pay their railroad fare and the necessary subsistence en route. Now 
infroquently, enlisted men gcradueting from one of the courses at the School come 
back again, either to pursue tke same course along advanced lines or an entirely 
different course. 

It may well be assumed, even by the uninitiated, that when enlisted men go © 
such lengths as to cheerfully pay their way out of their meager savings to take . 
& vocational course, the Schou! must be really worth while. 

There is no room for triflers at the School and, as a matter of fact, inste 
ces of men “soldiering on their job" are rare. The men realize that there is 9 
ous business ahead of them ard go at their various tasks not only with cheerful~ 
ness and willingness, but with a deteruination to succeed. 43 

The instructors at the Technical School are, for the most part ,civilians. 
They are a high olass of men, eminently well qualified to perform the tasks allo’ 
ted to them = in fact, experts. Practically all of them have been with the Sch 
Since it was first established. It appears that there is a fascination about 
their jobs which. they cannot resist; first, and foremost, there is that deep sar 
isfaction of putting through the different courses a const ent stream of earnest 
Willing and deterwined men whom they know are bound to succeed in life; then the 
is the realization thet their work is not of the hum drum kind, but that some ne 
device, some new iuvention, sowe new way ef doing things tnat crap up ever so 
often and holds their interest . 

The Coumandine Officer of the Technical School is Major Williaa C. wcChard, 
Air Corps, who assumed command on June 30, 1924. Major B.A. Reinburg is the 


Executive Officer and Captain Charles b. B. Bubb, Adjutant. 
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GRADUATION OF TACTICAL SCHOOL STUDENTS 


The graduation exercises of the Air Corps Tactical School Class of 1926 
were held in the Officers' Club, Langley Field, Va., on June 1L6th, sixteen offi 
cers, including three officers of the U.S. uwarine Corps andone officer of tho 
Spanish Army, receiving diplowas from Major General ijiason MM, Patrick, Chief of 
the Air Corps. 

The exercises weresimple but impressive, opening with an invocation by 
Chaplain S.R. Wood, U.S.A. This was followed by a short selection by the band 
from Fort Monroe. The Commandant of the School, Major Oscar “lestove:, made a 
short address to the graduates and then introduced the principal speaksr, hiajo: 
General Mason M. Patrick. In his talk General Patrick stressed the valne ef t} 
Air Corps Tactical Scheol course to an Air Corps officer, which he stated cave 
the graduates an advantage over other officers both in their Air Corps work and 
in their relations with other branches of the Aruy., The General's address was, 
as usual, forceful and instructive in the extreme, and was as follows: 

“Last weekI attended at West Point the fortieth anniversary ef my gradua- 
tion there. As one's mind travels back over all these years ard recalls vhai 
interesting, to me, ovcasion,it possibly puts me a bit more in tune with your 
own attitude of mind as you finish the course at the Air Service Tactical Schoo. 
Of the seventy-seven who craduated with the class of 1886, there are fifty stil 
alive, cf whem eleven are on the active list. Of Sneee fits y, nineteen wore 
present at the class reunion. During its procsress there was, »f course, the ex. 
changing of experiences and much other talk,- something of what the class had a: 


complished. General Pershing presided and there were several things which seenc’ 


rether notable. First of all, while what nad been done was related, there was 
still more taik about what yet the class could do. Rather curious, I think, th: 
a score of men, ajl of whom had at least passed turee score years, shouid be 
giving their time and thoughts to what they might accomplish inthe future. Th: 
ancther thing, one of these men has had a most successful. career in civil life. 
He resigned shortly after igraduating. He was once one of the three Police Cou 
missioners of the City of New York. He was President of the arber Asphalt Co. 
He came back intc the cervice during the war and was made a Brigadier Gereral, 


did excellent work in France, is now head of the Royal Dutch Oil Ceupany's inter. 


ests inthis country, a popibéon oi great responsibility and one which is very 
remunerative, This man, General Ardrews, said that he attributed a Large mene 
ure of his success in life to ce training, the character buiicing at the Mili- 
tary Academy, and went on to say that in his business experience extending over 
more than thirty years he had fuund that it was character which couxis, Given 1 
man with correct ideas of right and wreng, one’ who can be trusted to do righs, 


he sees it, such are the men who made the best employes and the wen who thesely 


es went furthest. It was a man's character which gained for him the greatost 
measure of respect in the business world and also enabled nim to achieve such 
success as might attend his efforts. It seems to me that this is sonething we 
should ever bear in mind. Add to this the thouecht that officers of whe Aruy are 
being trained to be leaders of men and we have at least one indication of what 


Will make their leadership really worth while. 


Call attention to the fact that whenever two or more men are joined togeth:. 


for a comnon purnose, workinz to a cosuon end, the maximum effect of their unit, 
effort cannot be obtained unless one is the leader and the rest follow his direc 
tions. This is true of so simple a thing as pulling on a rope, as well as SO 
complicated an enterprise as the comaand of a great AP tay, « Every organization 
chart tapers to the top where sits sumeone wan who must control and direct the 
various agencies which form the compenent parts of the enterprise of which he is 
the head. This again is true fro the squad leader up through all the grades to 
the Division, Corvs and Army Coumanders. It is true, tov, in the business worl 
where at the apex of every great cunsolidation there is one whom we have been 
accustomed to call a captain of industry. y 

Many efforts have been wade to analyze or to list the qualifications of 
those who are successful leaders. General Andrews sums it up in one word, 


character, but this way be sub-divided into wany characteristics. Among then oe 


however, most of those who have dealt with the subject have pluced first, good 


judgment, comaon sense, fairness and justice. Without these three or four qual. 
ties no man can succeed. It is imperative that those who are destined to act ¢ 


leaders mst, as far as possible, cultivate these particular qualities and brir 
ilbep V~5584, A.C. 
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them into play whenever an emergency shall arise. Sone, of course, can do it 
more readily than others, some scarcely at ail, and tne long list of failures, 
mich longer than thrt which contains the names who have been successful, is mark 
ed in each case by the lack of one of these essentials. 

And yet, there is nossibly nothin: more fascinating, nothing more satisfyir 
than working with, direcuing, leading other men, But there is still another 
qualivy which is essential in ercer thet united effort may succeed, and that is 
loyalty. This means no sacrifice of- individuality, it means no blind submission 
to the will of cihers, but i+ does mean an earnest and honest effort to carry ou 
wnatever muy be the task in nend, a policy or a maneuver in accordance with the 
understood will of him: who inthe last analysis is responsible for success or 
failure. 

You will each oue find, probably have found already many times, that unless 
you can trust your subordinates to exhibit this quality of loyalty, it would be 
better sometimes that an enterprise had never been begun. It comes right home te 
all of us, whether we occupy positions of little or of great importance. Whether 
it be a squad leader or a Post Commander, he must determine what should be done 
and having comiunicated this to those who are to bear the burden of doing, unles. 
he can trust them adsolutely and. implicitly to carry out his expressed wishes or 
commands, nuthing but anarchy, disintegration, disillusion will be the inevitable 
result. 

_ Of course, all of this is somewhat platudinous. It is difficult to discuss 
general principles, difficult i find to talk to a craduatins class without re- 
iterating time worn truths. The only excuse for so doing is that souetimes,like 
the drop of water on the stone, repetition is the only way in which these things 
can really be brought home to those who should learn them and who should apply 
these principles in their daily lives. 

It is customary also, of course, to congratulate the members of a graduat- 
ing class. Each one of you in his own soul knows and no one else cam know just 
exactly how earnestly yuu have pursued this course, how honestly you have worked, 
what you have gotten out of it. Insofar as you have been fair and just to your- 
selves and thyse who-have tried to instruct you, you are worthy of commendation. 
The grades which you have been given indicate the estimates placed upon you by 
the school authorities, In spite of the dictum that all men are born free and 
equal, no two wen, as nu two leaves, or no two blades of grass are precisely 
alike. There are graduations of character, graduations of intelligence and will 
power which separate and mark out one man from another. ~ Whether or not the 
marks given here correctly indicate the capabilities or the effort which each one 
of you has displayed, no man can know, but they are given, I feel, honestly and 
do express the best judgment of the instructors as to what you have accomplished 
and huw you have done it. 

You have been given a year for serious thought and study of the problems of 
wilitary aviation. At your disposal have been placed all of the advantages that 
the Air Service could afford. You should have. gained a better knowledge of  hoaued 
own arm and a better and mere general appreciation of the other services, It is 
a privilege to attend this school, but with it go certain very definite responsi~ 
bilities, We have a perfect right to expect more from the graduates of this 
school than from cther officers who have not as yet been fortunate enough to tak» 
the course, and it’ will be saaly disappointing if you should ever be found want- 
ing in a situation of which you are supposed to be the master. Military men have 
always needed knowledge, but never in the history of the world has it been more 
important for officers +o be well infozmued than at present, While the basic 
principles of warfare have not changed, while General Forest's definition of 
stratesy,- getting there first with the most men may still hold good, warfare has 
become more mechanical, the masses tc be moved are greater, the distances to be 
traversed in brief sveces of time are longer. and the tfaining of both officers an 
men must be more imterse, — ; 

The Air Corse is developing, Few things in it are yet stabilized. Few have | 
been reduced to a precise formula. No great mass of precedent is available to us 
as it is to other eras. Each day carries us a step further into new and unex- 
Plored fields, it is this fact, or rather these facts, which make the Air Corps 
the most progressive of all arms and provide for our personnel an interest which 
cannot be equaled elsewhere in the military service. It is these facts also 
which impose upon us unusual obligations. 


As graduates of this school it is your duty and your privilege to transmit 
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what you have learned here to others. While I repeat there is no desire to rob 
any officer of initiative, while it cannot be held that the doctrines enunciatec 
at this school are beyond question final and conclusive, it is important that +} 
highest aims of the Air Corps, its capabilities, its limitations as well, and it 
employment should be preached faithfully, diligently and intelligently by those 
who understand them best. In no other way can we properly play our part, growix. 
always, yet retaining all the time a close coordination of thought and action. 

You all go within a short time to the General Service Schools. You will 
there be brought in contact with officers of all branches. It is essential thet 
each of you should remember that a little part of the fair name of the Air Ser. 
vice is held in the hollow of your own hand, that as you appear, and appearance 
means quite a lot, to these other men, 60 in some measure will the Air Corps it- 
self appear. You have an opportunity, a privilege, a duty, call it what you wil} 
it rests with you as to what you will do with it. I can only assure you that ny 
confidence and my good wishes go with you. We of older years must soon step 
aside and leave to your younger hands the conduct of affairs. lhiay it be said of 
us that "We have meant well, tried a little, failed mich," and when greater and 
greater responsibilities rest on you, may your shoulders be strong enough to 
bear them, may you profit by your mistakes, may you succeed where we have failed 
and may the destiny of this Corps which we love be safe in your more capable 
hands," 

Following his address, the Chief of the Air Corps presented diplomas to the 
following officers: Majors H. Geiger, H.M. Hickam, L.J. Hefferian, H.J. Knerr, 
F.H. Coleman, M.F. Davis, Captains L.L. Harvey, W.E. Farthing, G.C. Kenney, EW. 
Duncan, lst Lieuts. St. Clair Streett and L.W. iotley, all of the Air Corps, and 
to ifajor C.E. Lutz, Captain L.M. Bourne and lst Lieut. F.0. Rogers, all of the 
U.S. Marine Corps, and Captain Carlos Sartcrius, Spanish Army. The preseritation 
of diplomas was foliowed by a selection by the band, then by a benediction by 
the Chaplain. The netional anthem by the band concluded the ceremony. 

After the conclusion of the exercises an informal reception was held in or- 
der that those attending might meet General Patrick and Major urainerd of the 
Marine Corps, who was a special guest of the Commandant for the exercises. 

The graduation this year marked the end of tours of duty as officials and 
instructors in the school of a number of officers, some of whom have been with 
the school for a number of years. The Commandant, Major Westover, relinquishes 
his duties next fall to become a student in the schcol; Major Naiden, who has 
so ably carried on the duties of Assistant Commandant and Director of Instruc- 
tion, will attend the War College in the 1926-27 class; Major Harms wiil tcke 
the course at the Army Industrial College; Major 5.B. Lyon, who has been an in- 
structor, will take the course at Leavenworth this fall; and Captain H.W. Cook, 
who has also been an instructor, has been ordered to duty as instructor of the 
Air Corps Unit of the Indiana National Guard. 

---000--~ 


RESERVE OFFICERS GO IN TRAINING 


Preparations are being made at various Air Corps fields for the training of 
Air Corps Reserve officers. 

At Fort Sam Houston, Texas, preparations are nearly completed for the recep- 
tion of the first class of thirty officers, who begin their 15 days yearly active 
service on Julyl8th with the 12th Obs. Squadron. Tents, kitchen and mess hali .° 
are under construction, and everything is being done to furnish these officers 
with comfortable quarters and good service, in order that their stay may be made 
pleasant as well as profitable. Training schedules have been prepared, and in 
addition to the eight flying instructors permanently with this field, seven will 
be placed on detached service from Ellington Field, Houston, Texas, at this fiels 
during the Reserve Officer training season. Immediately after the completion cf 
the first class, a second and then a third class of thirty officers each will at- 
tend a refresher course of 15 days each, so beginning with July 18th, ninety Air 
Corps Reserve officers will receive training with this Air Corps unit. In addi- 
tion to the above, 8 officers of the 103rd Division Air Corps (Observation) wilt 
attend a course of training of 15 days during the month of October. 

At Scott Field, Ill., preparations are also being made for 30 officers of 
the Air Corps Reserve, who will arrive July 18th for their annual two weeks’ 
training, This training embraces short courses in Company Organization and pape 
work, Photography, Meteorology, Airship Canstruction, Gas, Balloon Inflation, 
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Artillery Reglage and Liaison, and accompanying subjects, as well as actual 
flights in all types of lighter-thaneair craft. The course this year will be” 
subdivided into the Red, White and Jlue courses, according to the latest training 
fegulations, 

=--000-<- 


88th SQUADRON FLYING TIME 


A total of 35,400 cross-country man miles were flown by officers and enlist- 
ed men of the 88th Squadron, Air Corps (R.S.) and 7th Photo Section, Air Corps, 
Fairfield, Ohio, during the period from January 1, 1926, to June 30, 1926, 
---000--- 


THE R.O.T.C. CAMP AT CHANUTE FIELD 


College students, 43 in number, under the command of Major Maxwell Kirby, Air 
Corps, are now undergoing six weeks’ military training eat the R.O.T.C. Camp at 
Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ill, The majority of these young men (32) are under- 
graduates of the University of Illinois; five are from the University of Michigan 
and six from the Culver Military Acadeny, 

‘The students are quartered under canvas on the flying field. Thetents,which 
are large enough to accomuodate four bunks with room to spare, are floored, 
screened and electrically lighted, Shower baths are within a few steps of the 
caup and hot water is always available, 

Reveille is called at 5:45 awa, The day's work begins at 7:00 ,‘clock. 
During the six weeks* training course the men take up practical work with the 
pistol on the pistol range, trap shooting, machine gun work, bomb dropping, aerial 
photography, practical air work, sketching, writing observation reports after 
flights, practical work on aviation engines and on rigging of airplanes. Regular 
lectures are given on military organization, the organization of the Air Corps 
and its different branches, and the tactics thereof; military history; military 
law; citizenship; and first aid. They are also given close order drill and cal- 
isthenics, 

The students call it a day at 3:30 p.m,, except on Saturdays, when the clos- 
ing hour is at noon, Urbana, Ill., where the University of Illinois is located, 
is but seven miles from Chanute Field, and this makes it convenient for the ROTC 
students to go back to their college town on week ends, The wen perform one tour 
of guard duty per week and one of kitchen police, 

The students appear to be very enthusiastic about the Air Corps and are most 
eager to make airplane flights, but due to the limited number of serviceable 
planes at Charute Field it has been found necessary to curtail their time in the 
air, During the first ten days or so of their encampment at Chanute Field they 
took turns at fifteen-minute flights each in Gurties "Jennies", being piloted ty 
Lieuts., K.A. Alcorn, W.D. Phillips and J.B. Sanborn, Reserve officers on 15 days' 
active duty at Chanute, Four flying cadets were then ordered there to perform 
this duty. 

The University of Illinois, one of the largest educational institutions in 
the country, has two years of compulsory military training. In the last two 
years of the university course such training is elective on the part of the stu- 
dents, During the first two years the students are given military training three 
hours a week, Those who elect to continue their military training in their junior 
and senior years devote five hours a week to same and receive approximately $10. 
& month, in addition to a ration allowance. The University refunds tuition fee 
to those students taking the four~year military course who attain the grade of 
Captain or higher in the cadet rask. 

The Air Corps unit at the University of Illinois is organized into a group 


- of four squadrons, each having two flights, with cadet commanders throughout. In 


September, 1925, 493 students registered for the Air Corps R.0.T C. unit, but the 
failure of 30% of the students to pass the 609 examination, and losses due to 
various other causes reduced this nuaber to 233 at the end of the school year. 
The officer in command of the Air Corps R,O.7.C. Unit at the University of: 
Illinois is Major Maxwell Kirby who, because of the fact that he has no one to 
assist him in his work, has a difficult task on his hands. In an interview the 


latter expressed the opinion that a tremendous amount of paper work wowld be 
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saved sy requirinz only those students to take tne 609 examination as elect to 
take the military course for the entire four years, the examination to be giver 
the. only at the start of the third year, At the present time as fast as first 
year men register for the Air Corns ROTC unit they are required to take the 609 
exaninetion. Thus, several hundred men are yearly exanined, many of whom fail 
in their physical exauination or have no intention of continuing military traiz,. 
ing beyond the first two years. 

During the first two years at college the military training of the RCTC 
students consists of close order drill for two hours a week and one hour of 
theorstical study on military organization, customs of the service and first 
aid. Inthe last two years, two hours a week are devoted to close order drill 
ani three hours to such subjects as organization and tactics of the air Corps, 
radio and buzzer work, motors, pistol firing, military history and leadership. 

Major Kirby states that tne students under hin are very enthusiastic about 
the Air Corps, and that they strive to their utmost to learn ali they can about 
it. This year 34 students expressed their desire to go to the Primary Flying . 
School at Brooks Fiold to take flying training in the class starting next Sept- 
ember. Last year only four students of the University were sent to Brooks Fiel: 
for flying training. This year ten students thus far have wade application to 
take the examination for a commission in the Regular Arny. 

In the matter of sending candidates to Brooks Field for flving training it 
is Major Kirby's opinion that the ROTC. students should be given proference for 
the following reasons: they are all selected men; they have already been ac- 
cepted in the advanced .ilitary course; they have passed the 609 physical exau- 
ination at least twice by that tinue; they have had sufficient instruction in 
military aviation to know almost exactly what instruction they will receive at 
the Primary Flying School, and therefore are not going to resign through disap- 
pointment of one kini or another; and last, but not least, they are a thorough- 
ly educated class. of young den .well qualified to absorb all the instruction 
given then. 

Major Kirby asserted that the intcrest in Air Corps matters at the Univer- 
sity of Illinois is increasing by leaps and bounds, evidence of this lying in 
the fact that a great many of the students are taking aeronautical engineering 
at the University. In registering students last September for the Air Corps 
ROTC, it was necessary to refuse over 100 applications because of the lack of 
facilities to take care of the entire number of applicants. Illinois University 
has an enrollment of about 10,000 studorts, and has six ROTC units covering the 
following branches of the wilitary service: Cavalry, Infantry, Artillery, Air 
Corps, Engineers and Signai Corps, With the exception of the Air Corps, all of 
these units have more than one member of the Regular Army to take care ‘of the 
work incident to their operation. The Cavalry unit has six officers; Infantry, 
six; Artillery, seven; Engineers, two officers and one noncommissioned officer; 
and Signal Corps, one officer and one noncommissioned officor. 

Major Kirby believes that with sufficient assistance to take care of the 
instruction of all candidates who apply for ihe Air Corps ROTC unit, it would 
be the most popular branch of the service at the University. Pointing to the 
fact that the Artillery has a total of 20 ROTC units as compared with only six 
Air Corps ROTC units, he states that, with the proper energy devoted to the 
task, a large Air Corps ROTC can be built up in this country. 
~--000-<= 


WORK OF THE SAN ANTONIO AIR INTERMEDIATE DEPOT 


During the month of May the Engineering Department of the San Antonio Air 
Intermediate Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, under the direction of Lieut. A.W. 
Vananan, Chief Engineer Officer, overhauled the following airplanes and engines: 
Airplanes = 7 DH4N-1, 16 JN, 1 VE=9, 1 NBSel, 1 DH4B, 3 PI-1, 1 00-4, 1 TA-6, 1 
Douglas C-1, total 32; Engines = Liberty, 29; Wright-E, 50; Lawrence J-l, 1, 
total 80. ee 
AIRSHIPS PASS IN REVIEW. 


An event unique in the history of lighter-than-air aviation in this country 
recently occurred at Scott Field, I11., when seven airships were in the air at 
one time = the first time that number of-lighter-than-air ships were ever 
assembled at one place in this country in actual flight. Commenting on tho pre: 
cedent thus established, the NEWS LETTER Correspondent states. that it is a pre- 
cedent the continuance of which is neither impossible nor difficult, and in 


times to come that which is now an epoch will be a commonplace occurrence. 
-10- V-5584, AC 
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AIR CORRS ANGINEERING SCHOOL COMMENCEMENT 
By A, U, Jacobs 


The first comuaencem ent. exercises for a class concluding: the general engineer 
ing course of the Air Corps Engineering School were held in the McCook Field 
Auditorium on Saturday morning, June 26th, The stage was flag-draped, and a 
large floral piece emblematic af success, sent by an admirer of the corps d'espr: 

of this particular class, for.sed decorations in keeping with the ecephieany of 


. the ceremony. 


_ Major Curry opened the exercises with a brief history. of the Engineering 


School. The first clase, coming in 1919, he said, was open to senior officers 


only and contained seven or eightmembers. Gradually, junior officers were admit- 


ted to the school until today they usually form the majority of the students, The 


purpose of the school is to give officers advanced work in aeronautical engineer- 
ing. Each year the nuwber of.reauests for admittance into the school is greater 
than can be complied with, and the ddmand by the various Air Corps units for the 
graduates likewise overtiops the supply. ‘The present class, the seventh to com- 
plete the General Engineering. Course, he said, had shown an unusual interest in 
the school and in their work, one phase of this interest taking the form of a 
year book, the first to be insued. 

Major Curry introduced the Rev. B.T. O'Riley, President of the University of 
Dayton, who delivered the baccalaureate address,pledading for a greater thorough- 
ness in American education. Formerly, he said, labor was divided into two groups, 
skilled and unskilled, Now we have the specialist. Formerly, the doctor, lawyer, 
the divine «= in short the professional man,-wielded the greatest influence in 
the world. Then as modern industrialism claimed the center of the stage, a new 
profession, that of engineering, became increasingly important. To save America 
from the stigma of being the “best half-educated nation in the world", as some 
noted educator has described us, the speaker made a plea that every man before 
him try not only for breadth but thoroughnss in his learning. Major Curry then 
awarded the certificates with appropriate remarks as each officer stepped to the 
stage to roceive the symbolic reward of his year's work, 

They seemdd not so much older or bigger boys than those we had seen at a 
college coumencewent some days earlier, although for Captain Houghton, Major 
Curry cited five young "replacements" and Major Milling was spoken of as one of 
the Air Corps pioneers, Lieut, Carl F. Greene, whose “Dear Ed" letters are fa- 
wiliar to News Letter readers, and Lieut. Phillips Melville, the Air Corps Artist, 
were also members of the class, which partially accounts perhaps for the inspira’ 
tion of the year book, Lieut. Greene having served as its editor. 

The students receiving certificates were: Majors Thomas DeWitt Milling and 
Paul T, Bock, Captains Junius H. Houghton and Clinton F. Woolsey; Lieuts, Robert 
G. Breene, Carl F, Greene, Glenn T. Lampton, Ivan G. Moorman, Phillips Melville, 
George V, McPike, John F, Whiteley, Ennis C, Whitehead and David G. Lingle, 

---000--- 


AIRSHIP FLIGHTS AT SCOTT FIELD 


During the period June 28th to July 10th, a total of 218 hours, 39 minutes 
was flown in various types of light er-than-air craft at Scatt Field, Tll., as 
follows; TA ships, €05 hours; TC ships, 111 hours, 20 min.; TS-1, 20 hours, 45 
min.; free balloons, 6 hrs, 4 minutes, The man hours totalled 1133 hrs. 4s min, 
in lighter-than-air and 55 hrs, 10 min. in heavier-than-air craft. 

As can be seen from the above, the RS-1, freshly topped off with Helium, has 
again come into her own, and she is now a familiar celestial body to the natives 
Within a radius of several hundred wiles from the field. Her latest trip, mada 
atnight , took Licut.-Col., John A, Paegelow over thescenes of his childhooi in the 
environs of California, Missouri. 

The summer schedule now being in effect, night flying is the order of the 
day - or night, Weather permitting, she airships leave the hangar at 6'OU peile -~ 
and rewain out until aidnight, The six-hour period is broken into three ilights 
to allew the maximum number of the personnel to fly. 
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WEAN WEATHER CONDITIONS 
By Lt. Denald G. Duke, Chief Airways Section 


Whether the first word of the above title is an adjective or noun makes 
little difference in this narrative, since the fact rewains that weather condi- 
tions alone some sections of the Model Airway are mean plus. 

It is not at all a strange coincidence then that souc of our recent gradu- 
ates of the Advanced Flying School, venturing aloft with more confidence than 
experiemce upon their first extended cross-country flights away from the flat 
expanses of their training ground whero excelisnt flying conditions prevail, 
learn to appreciate the value of dependable weather infermation. Environment 
makes us creatures of habit, yet in no other vocation aro bad habits so prolific 
of danger as in piloting military aircraft. The pilot who gots through when tic 
others "flop", falter or hesitate at the sight ef a black cloud is not the reck- 
less variety so often condomned for bad judgment. Records show on the contrary 
that time and timo again more experienced pilots through an indomitable spirit 
have proven equal to cmorgencies when weather conditions would seom to prosont 
an impassable barrier, — 

There aro fow, if any, pilots of the border patrol vintage whe still deny 
the need for advance infcrmaticn on metoorolocical conditions. Rather havo 
they become devoted converts. of the weathor. board through a.sincore apprecia- 
tion of its value as a medium for moro efficient flying. . 

Analysis of schoduled airways flights for the past year shows a total of 
63 forced landings, 44 of which wore caused by inclement weather - motor 
trouble being a negligible reason. Numerous dolays in scheduled operation were 
‘also caused by inclement weathor. The importance of bottor and additional fa- 
cilities for dissomination of weather information is further emphasized whon it 
is realized that 10 ef the forced landings roferrod to occurred while planes 
were traversing the 6C-mils sector of the Allegheny dountains between Cumbeor- 
land, Md., and Uniontown, Penna. .. 

With the completion of radio motcorological stations. row being erocted at 
thess two points and facilities installed for the practical application of the 
block signal system to-acriel navigation along this strotch of the Army Modol 
Airway, the number of forced landings and frequont delays peculiar to this area 
will be minimized. 

Application of the biock signal system to be installed first at Cumborland 
and Uniontown is based on use of the conventional 10C-foot whito circle with 
30-foot permanent arms 4 fect-wide (seme color and material as circle ) projoct- 
ing from tho circle's periphory in tho two or more dircctions usually flown 
from the airdrome concorned. Orange colored panels 18 fect long and four and 
one-half feot wido are then employed +o indicate to pilots flying over tho air- 
drome Nwhether it is safe to continue in a given direction. The diagram below 
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A pilot, whose courss in a given direction is blocked, must land to await offi- 
cial clearance from those in charge before procoeding either in the direction 
intended or returning to the airdrome fro: which he came. This arrangenent will} 
further sefecuard flying for both -zilitary and comercial air traffic, and 
enable those in authority to know the location of all planes on route over an 
airway through radio communicated reports of arrivals and departures in much the 
game wanner as the railroad dispatches accounts for the location of trains en- 
route over a given sector... 

Although better aids to aerial navigation are being constantly employed ,the 
staniard of performance is still determined by the proficiency of individual 
pilots, A thorouczh knowledge of the terrain to be flown over, available land- 
ing fields and prominent lend marks, combined with skill in operation of equip- 
ment, has enabled many pilots to navigate through err d bad weather efter 
forced lanijings seemed imperative. To this ond the year round operation of the 
Army Model Airway has been of inestimable valve in the training of personnel, 
collection of metsorological data, testing of equipment, transportation of 
package carzo and Lsnrovesont to navigation maps, all contributing factors and 
by products of the final objective - an established airway conne ct ing centors of 
military activity over which tactical air corps units may be flown with naxixnun 
speed, safety and coifort and with equal facility by night or by day. 

---000--= 


PHILADELPHIA - WASHINGTON AIR LINE 


A definite air route has been established between Washington, D.C. and 

Philadelphia, Pa,, called "The Puiladelphia Rapid Transit Compary",- P.R.T. for 
short. The Company is operating Fokker tri-uotor .onoplanes daily over the 
route on a schedule connecting jhe two cities in one hour and thirty minutos. 

New planes are being used and are fitted up luxuriously and confortably. 
They are equipped with >rakes for short landings, while the three Wrigm eir- 
cooled motors are considéred an aluost absolute guarantee against forced land= 
ings. A dozen:or so peoplé car.be cerried together with their bagrage. This is 
the airpleie which does not spin or nose dive. 

The Headquarters of the Company is 237 South Sroad Street, rPhiladelphia, 
with the Washington office in the lcetby of the Washington Hotel. 

The line, while only in. ‘operation a short time, is proving a big success 
It is espes sally - convenient during the Sesqui-Centennial Exposition. Peorle hi 
tending the Centennial at Philadelphia can make 4 flight to Washington over his- 
toric ground and cities, and thoreby make the visit to the Centennial of wore 
value. Likewise, tourists to Washington can visit the Certernial with the ad- 
vantage of the airplane flight and ail that it implies. Round trip tickets are 
601d which are good for 15 days between each city. The fare is arene one way 
and $25.00 round trip. ; 

This airline’ between. America! s two historic cities should prove very valu- 
able to all visitors in the Hast, and.also to others who have not had an oppor- 
tunity for safe airplane rides. The planes land at Philadelphia at the edge of 
the Centennial grounds, and in Washington on the Municipal Field at the end of 
the Washingt on-Virginia bridge, which is’ only seven minutes from the business 
district of the city. The planes leave Washington at three in the. afternoon 
daily. 

The Army Air Corps wishes success to thie éirline,.and to all others which 
are starting. : 

---000--=- 


AIR CORPS ENLISTED WEN STEADY ON THE TRIGGER 


The First Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, Mich., performed some remarkable 
shooting during diswounted yah practice recently held at that field, the aver- 
age score per wan being 60. Lh, .2% above the score necessary to rate a man 
as expert. 

Of the total of 203 enlisted men onthe rolls of the lst Pursuit Group, 1°S 
completed the firing course, 23 of the men who did not fire being on devacned 
service, 4 on: leave and one sick. All of these 175 men completed the fiviag 
course, 89.7% (157 men) qualifying as follows:= 109 as experts, 16 as sherp- 
shooters and 30 as marksmen. f 


The lst Pursuit Group Headquarters, with nine men, made a peret {00% ) 
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record, all of them qualifying, the averaze score per man being 85%. The 57th 
Service Squadron, which captured second place with 95% of its men qualifying - 
average score per ‘man 84% - made a wost notewérthy record in that but two of the 
41 men failed to qualify and 31 qualified as experts, 4 as sharpshooters and 4 
as marksmen, The following suimary gives in detail results of the firing: 
Marks=- Not quali- Total Percent Av.Score 
Organization. Experts shooters men fying Firing Qualifying per. man 








1st Pur.Group Hq, 6 2 1 0 9 100% B5je 

57th Service Sqd. 31 4 4 2 41 95% 845, 

95th Pursuit " 16 3 3 3 25 88% 80% 

27th . 19 4 g 4 35 88% 78% 

17th " ° 19 3 7 5 34 85% 78 

94th =" " 18 2 7 4 31 87% aT. 
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A NEW FRATERNITY IN THE AIR CORPS 


The Caterpillar Club has a worthy rival in the field - the One-Wheel Land- 
ing Club. Quite a number of Air Corps pilots are eligible for membership in 
this new organization. It is regretted that up to this time a list of such 
eligibles has not been prepared, but one ofthese days when the weather is cool 
an attempt will be made to compile such a list. In the meantime, readers of the 
NEWS LETTR who happen to know of any one-wheel landings and can send in an ac- 
count of such incidents, names of pilots, dates, etc., will be of great assis- 
tance in the compilation of the membership list. 

The thought of such an organization never suggested itself until the NEWS 
LETTER Correspondent from the Philippines brought up the subject in the follow- 
ing story: 

"The 6th Photo Section is still a flying organization only because its one 
ship was saved from the salvage pile by a lucky landing. On Tuesday, diay 18th, 
Lieut. Jases P. Hodges and Sergeant Williams, our new aerial photographer, were 
taking off on a photo mission. When in the air they luckily circled the field 
before 'shovins off', and therefore could not avoid seeing the unusual comio- 
tion on the ground. Men were pouring out of the hangars and shops onto-the fly- 
ing field. Wondering where the fire was, Lieut. Hodges and Sgt. Williams turn- 
ed and flew back down the line. They were terribly surprised when they found 
out from tho waving crowds andupheld wheel that they were the object of inter- 
est and that Number 22 had lost a wheel. As Lieut. Hodges expressed it, he 
felt like a little boy who had been caught in a tag game and hears the other 
yell - ‘You're it.' However, after ascertaining from another ship in the air 
at the time that the remaining wheel was on the left side, they came down and 
were lucky enough to get the ship rolling along balanced nicely on the left 
wheel. Only the right wing and aileron horn were broken. Lieut. Hodges is 
hereby qualified for membership in the 'One-Wheel Landing Club'." 

---000=-= 


NIGHT PURSUIT PROBLEMS 


A series of interesting night pursuit problems were recently carried out 
in the vicinity of Langley Field and Fort Monroe, Va., the object being in gen- 
eral to determine the extent of cooperation which is possible and necessary be- 
tween night pursuit airplanes in flight and searchlight units. An SE-5 airplare 
piloted by Capt. H.W. Cook, an NiS-1, piloted by Ist Lt. K.N. Walker, and 
searchlight units from Ft. iionroe, Va., participated in the series of seven 
problems. 

In each problem a definite area or objective was specified as the target a 
the attacking bomber, which in the different problems approached their objec- 
tive at various altitudes. It was then the work of the searchlight units to le 
cate the bomber and indicate its position to the pursuit pilots by holding the 
bomber in the intersection of the two beams. The pursuit ship was equipped 
with a blinker to be used in sisnalling to the searchlight units if the pilot 
desired the lights to go out of action after he had located the bomber, This 
system of communication operated efficiently and gave the desired results. 

In the first problem the bomber was illuminated when at a distance of fivé 
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miles from the objective and the pursuit plane in position to attack the bomber 
when the latter was still 2+ miles froa tha o> ‘jective. The searchlichts were 
gsignaliei to vo ows of action and the pursuit vilot could still follow the 
bomber without the aid of the lizhts. Teoria the sinuleted attack from below, 
the pursuit ship could sasily be seen from the bomber, as the pursuit ship's 
wings were painted yellow. 

An additional problem fer thse purpose of testing the efficiency of parachu 
flares in conjunction with searchlights was conducted in much the sane general 
way as the first, but a faulty altimeter on the bomber resulted in the flares 
being dropped at a much lower altitude than had been plenned. 

Two of the problems were to test the efficiency of the combined action of 
anti-aircraft and night pursuit in repelling bombardment attacks at night, and 
to test, the efficiency of the lights in revealinz to the pursuit pilot the posi: 
tion of a bombardment plane in flight by placing diffused beans across and bee 
low the course of the bouber. isoth of these problens gave data to the pilot 
which will be of value in the future. 

A separate problem was flown for the special purpose of determining whether 
or not an observer in a bomber illuminated by ground searchlivhts could sce an 
attacking pursuit ship. It was found that _ attacking pursuit ship was nor- 
ually not visible to the gunners in the bomber when the searchlights were con- 
tinued in action on the. bomber and was ran not likely to be subjected to 
destructive fire frou the bomber. 

It was noted during the course of the problems that, with fair conditions 
visibility, a bomber could be followed without the aid of searchlights. Onco 
having been located by the aid of lichts and under good visibility conditions 
the bomber could be located at nisht without artificial illumination. 

The officers who conducted the provle.s feel that the information gained as 
a result of this work will be of consideraole value to the Air Corps in plannin; 
night pursuit action against attacks by bombers, 

=-~000——= 


TWO VETERAN ARMY AIRMEN LOSE THEIR LIVES. 


The Army Air Corps lost two of its veteran pilots during the month of June 
in the persons of Major Williain L. Moose, Jr. and lst Lieut. Karl deV. Fastonau. 
The fatal crash of Major Moose occurred at Mitchel Field, N.Y., on June 2d. 
Piloting a DH4if-2 airplane, Major loose took off on a reconnaissance flight, car- 
rying as passenger Wp. T, Point, one of the group of about 60 West Point Cadets 
sent by the iar Degeatmnns to Witchel Field to study aviation and underso some 
flying training. According to witnesses, ilejor Moose encountered uotor ‘trouble 
while at an altitude of about 300 feet, and in his attempt to turn back into the 
field with the wind the plane stalled and dived to the ground. The plane imne- 
diately caught fire. 

Lieut. Fastenau, on June 28th, was making a practice flight at Chanute 
Field, Rantoul, Ill., in a Sperry Messenger. Witnesses of the accident are of 
the opinion that.the airplane fell out of control, thouch the investigating 
board was unable to determine the exact cause of the crash. 

Majcr Moose was born at Morrilton, Ark., Sept. 12, 1881. After graduating 
froa Hendrix College, Conway, Ark.,im 1903, he was appointed the saue year a 
cadet at the U.S. Military Academy. Upon graluation in 1907 he was counissiono) 
a 2nd Lieut. and assigned to the 15th favalry, with which he was affiliated unti?. 


1914, After graduating frou the iiounted Service School, Major Moose served as an. 


instructor at that school until 1914. Upon his prouotion to lst Lieut. in May, 
1914, he served with the Sth Cavalry until Novembor of that year, and then with 
the bth Cavalry until February, 1916, when he was promoted Captain and sent baci: 
to his old regiment, the 15th Cavalry. 

On October 10, 1917, Major Moose was transferred to the Aviation Section, 
Signal Corps, in the grade of iiajor, and was promoted temporary Liaqut .-Colonel 
August 20, 1918, He received his flying training at Rockwell sidhieere San Dieso, 
Calif., and on July 1, 1918, was rated Junior Military Aviator 

From August l, 1918 to Nov. lst of that yoar Major Mocse was on duty in the 
Office of Director. of Military Aeronautics, Washington. He was then transferred 
to Mitchel Field, N.Y., where he served as "Exe cutive until March, 1919, and as 
Commanding Officer until August, 1920. His next assignment was as Commanding 
Officer of the Aviation General Supply Depot, Richmond, Va., where he served un- 
til August, 1922. After graduating from the General Service School, Fort Leuve 
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worth, in 1923, he served for a’short psriod with the Organized Reserves, 2nd 
Corps Area, and was then transferred to Mitchel Field for duty. 

Lieut, Fastenau, or “Fasty", as his friends called hin, was born June 23, 
1893, at Pekin, Ill. In 1916 he graduated fromthe University of ifinnesota as 
Electrical Engineer. He served with the slinnesota National Guard along the 
Mexican Border in 1916 and 1917, and after the outbreak of the War he joined 
the Aviation Section, Signal Corps, and was sent for zround school training at 
Princeton University. Upon his graduation therefrom on Septeriber 29, 1917, he 
was ordered overseas, sailing October 13,1917, and was assigned as flying cadet 
at the 3rd Aviation Instruction Center, As Lieut, Fastenau often expressed it, 
he grew gray in the service as a Cadet, for he did not receive his commission 
until May 13, 1918. He was sent to Foggia, Italy, for flying training on Feb. 
6, 1218, and completed his course on May 7th, On May 23rd he was transferred t 
the 2nd Aviation Instruction Center, where ho continued his flying training un- 
til Aug. 23, 1918. From that time until Dec. 2, 1918, Lieut. Fastenau was on 
duty as ferry pilct, and he flew many types of ships. 

Upon his return to the United States, March 13, 1919, he was sent to Fair- 
field, Ohio, as Engineer Officer. In 1920 he was assigned as student to take 
the aeronautical course at. the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, 
Mass. He graduated therefrom with the dezree of Master of Science, specializin: 
on aero enginss. He was then detailed to the Engineering Division, McCook Fieli 
Dayton, Ohio. In June, 1924, he was transferred to Phillips Field, Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds, Md., where he served until March,1926, when he was transferred 
to Chanute Field. 

Lieut. Fastenau was one of the best engineer officers in the Air Corps. He 
was an excellent pilot, with considerable experience in night flying. Of an 
amiable and cheerful disposit ion, this popular ycung officer's smiling face will 
be sadly «issed by all of those who were fortunate tec know hin. 

The Air Corps, as well as the Army at large, suffered an irreparable loss 
in the untimely demise of the above named officers. 

---000--— 


WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Chanzes of Ste ions To Bolling Field, Capt. Wu. H.-Crom, Office Chief of 
Air Corps; = to Ke li: Field: Livvt, John M. Ciark from San Antonio Air Interue- 
diate Depot; lst bleut: Wo, K. Moren from foreign service; Lieut. James L. 
Grisham from Little Rock, Ark.; Lieut. Royal B. Lea from duty with Organized 
Reserves, 3d Corps Area, Pittsburg; to Brooks Field: Lieut. Samel M. Conneil 
from Mitchei Field; Lieuts. Wa. L. Boyd, Ralph A. Snavely and Charles WM. 
Cummings from foreign service; lst Licut. Charies W. Sullivan from foreign 
service; - to Chanute Fieid: Lieut. Albert B. Pitts from Rockwell Air Interie- 
diate Depot; Major Paul T. Bock from Air Corps Engineering School; to McCoo 
Field: Capt. Edgar P. Sorenson, frou Adv. Flying School, Kelly Field; Lieut, 
Donald D. Fitzgerald from Kelly Fieid; Lieut. Ivan G. Moorwan from Engineering 
School; Lieut. Reuben C. Moffatt from Walter Reed Gen. Hospital; to iit chel 
Field: Lieut. Harold R. Wells from Mass. Inst. of Technology; Lieut. Frederick 
M. Hopkins from Kelly Field; - to Langley Fiejd: Lieut. Benjamin T. Starkey fra 
Phillips Field, Md.; lst Lieut. Eeward A. hillery from foreign duty; Lieuts. 
Leslie F. Young and Howard H. Couch from Scott Field upon completion of course 
at Balloon and Airship School; Capt. Robert L. Walsh from Office Chief of Air 
Corps, as. student at Tactical School; - to Orfive Chief of Air Corps, Washing- 
ton: Lieut. Dache M. Reeves from Kelly Field; Tieut, John Y. Yerk from Scott 
Field upon completion course at Balloon and Airs ship School; Lieut. James F. 
Powell, from Phillips Fieid, Md.; lst Lieut. Joseph W. Benson from foreign ser- 
vice; Lieut. Leslie P. Holcenb from FM. Sam Houston for lizhter-than-air 
training; - to ater Reed Ceneral Hospital for observation and treatment: 
lst Lieut. Charles H. Milis from Chanute Field; lst Lieut. George V. McPike 
fram McCook Field: - to Wright Field: Liew. Harold L. Clark upon compiction 
of foreign service; -to Selfridge Field: lst Lieut. Irwin S. Amberg upon cor- 
pletion of foreign service; Licut. St. Clair Streett from A.C,. Tactical Scheel, 
Langley Field; 1st Lieut. “Arthur G. Liggett upon completion of foreign servi te; 
to Norton Field, Columbus, 0.: Lieut. Frank li. iicKee from Waltor Reea Gcneral 
Hospital; to Detroit, Mich., as procurement planning representative of «rT 
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Corps: Licut. Leland C. Hurd from Office Chief of Air Corps; - to Pittsburch, Pa. 
for duty with Orzanized Reserves: Capt. Thosas S. Voss;- to Rockwell Air Inter~ 
mediate Denot: 1st Lieut. Oliver P. Gothlin frow forcign service; to Dayton, 0. 
jn connection with industrial War Plans Work, Lieut. Siguund F. Landers upon co:. 
pletion foreign service;-to duty as Instructors National Guard- at Nashville ,Ter 
lst Lieut. Wa. V. Andrews from foreign service; at Boston, liass: lst Lieut, 
Clarence E, Shankle; to Little Rock, Ark: Lieut. Leland R. Hewitt from Maxwell 
Field; - to Marshell Field, Kansas: lst Lieut, Ray G. Harris frou foreign servic 
to Chicaco, Il}., for duty with Air Corps at Hqrs. 6th Corps Area: Col.Chalners 
G. Hall, from Naval Air Station, Lakehurst, N.J. 

Following officers ordered to duty in Philippines, sailing on dates indicet 
ed: lst Lieut. John D. Corkille, Oct. 29th; 2nd Lieut. Paul W. Wolf, Aug. 20th; 
CAPT, Wie F. Volandt and ist Lt. Lucas V. Beau October 6th. 

Following officers ordered to duty in Hawaii, sailing on dates indicated: 
énd Lieut. Joseph H. Hicks, Sept. 30th; lst Lieut. Goorge V. McPike, Oct. 6th; 
lst Lieuts. George G. Cressey and ifax F Moyer, November Léth, 

Lieut. Carl A, Cover, Fairfield A,I.D., to Santa ionica, Calif. as Air Corpr 
representative at Dougias Aircraft factory, for 4 months, during absence of Lt. 
Erik H. Neivon, then to sail about Jan, 13th for duty in Hawaiian Department, 

Foliowing. officers ordered to duty in Panaua Canul Zone; sailing on dates 
indicated: Capt, Clinton F, Waolsey, Dec. 2; lst Lieuts. Edward D. Jones, Wn, -. 
Souza, Dwicht J. Canfield, Pardoe Martin, Edward V. Harbeck, Arthur EE, Simonin 
and Capt. Oliver W. Brobere. 

Major Frank D. Lackland relieved as Com@g. Officer, San Antonio Air Interne-~ 
diate Depot, and to assume Command of 3rd Attack Group, Galveston, Texas. 

Major Charles J, Browne, upon completion of duty in Philippine Departnent, 
to proceed to Washington for duty in Office Chief of sir Corps. 

Orders directing lst Lieut. David G. Lingle to proceed to Philippines 
revoked. 

Major Frank iM, Kennedy, McCook Field, assigned as student at Air Corps En- 
gineering School. 

Major James E. Chaney Srakenttes as Comandart, Air Corps Primary Flying 
School at Brooks Field, Texas 

Prouctions: lst Lieut. Douglas Johnston to Captain, with rank from May 16th; 
First Liev. Lawrence P. Hicket to Captain with rank from May 16, 1926. 

Reserve Officers ordered to Active Duty for 16-day periods: let Lieut. 
Edward iecker Haivhi at Maxwell Field - let Lieut. Mac Short to wicCook Field = 
lst Licut. George Lercy Murray to Bolling Field - 2nd Licut. Henry A. Frese to 
Kelly Field = For 6 1owths' period: 2nd Lieut. Ivan M. Palmer, July Sth; 2nd List 
Reuben Kyle, Jr. July 44h and 2na Lieut. Benj. Giles, July 10th, with 3rd Attack 
Group at Fort Crockett, Texas = lst Lieut. George G. Finch, July 4th, at Self- 
ridge Field - lst Lieut. Edwin H. Bassett, July Sth, at eto sloy Field - end Licut 
Clinton W. Davies, July 7th, at Selfridge Field; s-Capt . Wa. H, Francisco, July 1 
and Ist Lieut. Bert P. Meyen, July lOth, to Langley Field. 

Relieved from duty in Air Corpe: 2nd Lieut. Kenneth C, Strother to Infantry 
and to duty with 2nd Div, at Fort Sill, Okla. = 2nd Lieuts. Harold S. Gould (FA), 
Everett S,. Emerson (Enzincers), Voris H Connor (Field Art.) to duty with 2nd Div. 
FM. Sam Houston, Texas = 2nd Lieuts. Wm, 0. Heacock, Branner P. Purdue, John W. 
Black, 1st Lieut, George He Bare, 2nd Lieut. Thaddeus EB. Sgyth to 2nd Div., 

Fort aoe Houston; Texas; = 2nd Lieut. Harry G. Spillinger to Corps of Engineers 
with station at Fort Dupont , Del. 

Detailed to the Air Corps: Following officers ordered to take flying train- 
ing at Primary Flying School, Brooks Field, Sopt. 13th - 2nd Lieut. Phillip 
Schwartz, Ord. Dept. - 2nd Lieut. Robert R, Martin, Infantry - lst Lieut. Edmund 
W. Searby, Field Artillery,- 2nd Lieut. Donald Dunford, Infantry. 
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"ED" TELLS ABOUT GRADUATION OF STUDENTS FROM McCOOK ENGINEERING COLLEDGE 


WicCook Engineering Colledje 
July lst., 1926 
Friend Ed = : 

I suppose you seen in the Dayton Ohio papers where thirteen of us boys 
have just been let out of McCook Colledze & that the Field celebrated the Evert 
with a big Commencement. Well Ed these Graduating Exercises was supposed by ] 
& all to be a Big Success but that just goes to show how easy it is to pull the 
wool over the publicks eye because when you get right down to it the affair 
wasnt legle on acct the flying field having been mowd recently there wasnt any 
daisy chain & further & more there wasnt any class Oratory so what good did it 
do to have a Al orator like Geo Mack Pike in the class none at all & to make 
matters worse the diplomas was all handed out in flat onvellopes instead of 
being rolled up & tied with a ribbon like a reculer diploma. You can Inmagine or 
Feelings. Jawn Whiteley said that with the exception of the first couple of 
times he was graduated from Institutions he had never felt so uneducated & 
Breene said he had had the same identical feeling at 4 or 5 of his own gradua- 
tions & major Bock testified that he had never felt less Erudite since the tine 
they graduated him from the A.E.F, Trench Warfare school with below average in 
both the Mayhem and Sawed off Shotgun courses wearas he should of been above 
average.or superior on acct of his clean cut work with the trench knife & 
ellegant eye-ball Technique. What is higher education coneing to anyways he 
‘says when a fello bids goodbye to his friends and Sweethearts & slaives for a 
year at the engineering Colledge & then dont. get the leglo right to the degree 
of Doctor of Flying so he can write down D.F. after his name? 

And Eddie Aldrin,: the dean of the Colleize, ran out on us too. We thought 
the least Eddie would do at a Time like this would be to wear the tall silk 
Skimmer with which he knocked the Banzai of Japan dead with envy & got the 
Liamas goat down in Tibet:. ut what did he do but wear a uniform the same as 
eny ordinary Lieutera:t in the Air Service. 

SO as you can cee the affair wasnt really Linding & major Curry went & 
spoiled the Day for Houghton & me by telling right out loud before everybody 
beautiful McCook field Stenographers & all the exact No. of. children which we 
had in our familys as of the end of the last fiscal year. What I mean it dont 
do any good to mix up purely family statistics with office work & anyways all 
as these gals would have ta do before acceptin any closed moters or fur coats 
would be to look you up in the McCook field officers directory where they got 
all the Married officers nailed in Black & White with an Asterisk thus (*). 
The only kick on this directory is that they should ought to have the Dachelors 
marked appropriately thus (0). (Rantoul Ill papers yieene copy). 

To go back to the Commencement. or to commence at the beginning as a fello 
‘Might say if he so desired the big graduation address was given by Father 
O'Reilly the President of the University of Dayton who took for his text the 
encourageing news from Europe that "The American nation is the Best Half Educat- 
ed nation in the world" or words to that goneral effect if you get the idea. 
Well Ed after they had throwed Doc Zurka out and got the members of the Flying 
Section quieted dom Father O'Reilly goos on to explain that his text didnt 
have anything to do with our being half witted or anything like that but was 
only used to bring out the importance of getting the base subjects down fine. 
So everything was jake again & Red Whitehead whispers to Moorman thats what I 
say whats the use of learning a lot of guys to bat & Field if they are going 
to kick games away on the bases. 

Well Ed in spite of a slight German accent Father O'Reilly put out a lst 
class talk and wound up with the advice not to get so rapped up in any one 
subject as to think nobody in any other line of business didnt know nothing 
too, So everybody was satisfied, the school thinking Father O'Reilly was tak- 
ing a crack at the flying Section & the flying Section thinking the saule about 
the school, with many of them, ‘ 


Yrs for higher education, 
Ed. 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FISLDS 


Fourth Composite Group, Philippine Islands, June 7th. 








Headquarters, 4th Composite Group: The organization islow-Out, which was 
held at one of the numerous beauty spots of the Islands (wiontalban) with its 
wonderful waterfall and large mountain peaks surrounding it, was unaninously 
voted a huge success, We are looking forward to the time when it will be pos- 
sible to spend another day at the same place. Under the supervision of Post 


Sgt Major "Shorty" Ketchem, the party went off without a- mishap. Leer and sand-. 


wiches were to be had the whole time the gang was there, 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
lst Lieut. Charles E, Thomas, Jr., who arrived on the Transport THOMAS liay 
4th,was assigned as Post and Group Personnel Adjutant. 

lst Lieut. Arthur J, Melanson was transferred to the organization May 4th 
and has taken over the duties of Organization Commander. 

26th Bombardment Squadron: ist Lieuts. Paul E. Purrows and Carlton F.8ond, 
who arrived on the THOMAS May 4th, were assigned to the orzanization. 

lst Lts. L.L. Koontz and John W,. Monahan left May 17th on detached service 
for 30 days with permission to travel on the Island of Luzon, while Lieut. Wn. 
M. Lanagan is taking advantage of 30 days' detached service at Baguio. 

On May llth, lst Lieut. C,E. O'Connor flew cross-country to Appari to es- 
cort the Spanish Flyers to this field. 

Flight "BY, 2nd Observation Squadron: The Transport THOMAS took frou this 
organization our Flight Commander, lst Lt. 0.0. Niergarth; Operations Officer, 
lst Lt. Guy Kirksey; and the Communications and Armament Officer, lst Lieut. 
Harold W, Beaton. We are sorry to see them go. 

Noncommissioned officers who left on the same boat are Master Sgt. Wn. EH, 
Weise, Sgts. Richard Butler and Hubert Jones and last, but not least, our popu- 
lar Corporal Edward N. (Hoot) Gibson. 

lst Lieut. Armor S. Heffley, who arrived in the Department May 4th, was 
assigned to the organization as Engineering and Operations Officer, 

6th Photo Section: The Photo Hut at this time is out of comaission, being 
completely remodeled and repainted. Everything will be in readiness, however, 
next week, and then the rainy season's work of reprinting the files will begin, 

The May Transport brought to the Section Staff Sgt. Howard H. Williams from 
Chanute Field; Private Oliver Winfred from Fort Leavenworth; Orvil P. Lewis from 
Omaha and Francis Caron from Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Clark Field, Camp Stotsenburz, Pampanga, P.I., June 7th. 














Word was just received that our C.0., lst Lt. Fredk. V.H. Kimble, has turn- 
ed Sunshiner, his application for six months’ sojourn in the “Lontocs" having 
been approved, 

Capts. DeFord, Buckner, Lts. Camblin and Beverly bid us farewell and de- 
parted for the States on the THOMAS, We wade their departure as painiess as 
possible, the final good byes being said "in end about" the Army and Navy Club 
and the Transport Ball. 

Lieuts. Spry and Chidlaw and families are at present in the "Wilds" of 
China and Japan in quest of rugs, scarfs, etc. It is expected that “Benny" 
Chidlaw will shoot a few "Golfs” while in Hongkong. 

This is a strange country,full of odd customs,strange sights,queer people, 
and most unusual odors. So say the newly arrived officers, Its. J.G. Willians, 


Matthew E, Finn, John A. Kase, K.3. Wolfe and George Schulgen. Especially in- 


teresting are some of the old American customs, now outlawed in the States -but 
muchly in vogue here in the Islands. 

Captain John B, Powers, M.C., took over the whirling chair vacated by Cart . 
C.T.C. Buckner, M,C. | 

Lieut. Julian B. Haddon, not to be outdone by one “benny” Chidlaw,annexed 
another hole in one. on the Camp Stotsenburg course and is eagerly awaiting the 
shower of gifts. There is a rumor going the rounds that J.B. promised the 
Chairman of the greens committee one dozen of the best golf balls. 

The enlisted men of the Squadron are in the throes of a Pool Tournaent. 
In a moment of zenerosity the 3,4 R. Officer, Lt. Wittkop,approved a Round Rolin 
play off, which means that most of the men will be playing free pool the re= 
mainder of their tour. Next month Lt. Wittkop will give eway four Ford Touring 
Cars, Such generosity on the eve of his round-the-world trip is not realy 
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Lt. H.H. Mills was transferred frou the bush learue foursome (Finn, Wolfe, 
Schulzen other members) to the major leans foursome (Kase, Kimble, Haddon other. 
members) replacing with Lt. Willians,who is disciplining hiuself by playing 
with the ladies and driving from their tees. There is a vacancy for one dub 
ayer at Stotsenburg to replace iiills. Applicant must not break 95 often, and 

ust properly cavort about after dubbing a. shot to compensate for the present 
‘esses members, especiaily "“Schulgen and Wolfe". 


Kindley Field, Fort Mills, P.I., June 7th. 





May was a record month for personnel changes at Kindley Field, the THOMAS 
carried off to the States Lts. P.L. Williams and C.R. MacIver hiay 9th. Lieut. 
Walter K, Burgess was transferred to Camp Nichols, where he plans to "spend" 
the next couple of months prior to sailing on the next transport for the U.S. 
It. "Jimmie" Mollison stepped off the THOMAS May 4th and it took hin only a few 
days to make himself at home in the position of Post Adjutant. Lt. Samuel FP. 
Mills was recently transferred here from Camp Nichols. Lieut. "Bob" Finley is 
spending "Mex" dollars somewhere in China on 50 days' leave 

On May 3d Capt. Knight, Lts. Thomas and Redman; Staff Set. Farrell and Corp 
Sweeney flew to Romblon to meet the THOMAS. The seaplunes were serviced and 
the flight. resumed in search of the "Grey Speedster". She was picked up ten 
miles off the island of Marinduque. The formation circled her in quest of fa- 
miliar Air Corps faces and, after the usual radios of greeting were sent, the 
flight: returned to Kindley Field. This flicht was also of interest, due to the 
success of the comsunication, Continuous two-way radio telesraph courunication 
was Maintained from Kindley Field to Rombolon,-180 miles, Altno the airdrome 
station was not advised of the tine of the teke--off at Romblon, communication 
was reestablished within 4 minutes and xzainteined thruout the return flight. 
The plane equipment consisted of the SCK134 and a wodified SCR 75 working with 
an SCR 132 at the field. All subsequent similar flights were equally success- 
ful in maintairgcontact with the field. 

Capt. Knight, Lieuts. Redman and Umstead; Corp, Woolensack; and Pvts.Wentz 
and Waldron manned a flight of 3 seaplanes to San Jose, Mindoro, May 12th, The 
Mindoro Sugar Central was visited, and Mr. Sinclair, the Manager, extended every 
courtesy and hospitality that could be desired, 

_ After numerous delays the Spanish Flyers arrived in Manila May 13th. Capt, 
Knight; Lts. Rediasn and Uastead niloting a formation of 3 Douglas Cruisers, 
formed the Kindley Field component of Air Corps escort which accompanied the 
Spaniards to Manila, 

Col, Austin, Inspector of the Philin,ine Dept., was called on to make a 
rush visit to Cebu, and on May 20 the Colonel, its. Redman, Umstead and Staff 
Sgt .:Farrell, in two Douglas planes, flew to Cebu via Romblon, where a stop was 
made for servicing, The flight returned next day via Masbate and Latangas. Col. 
Austin proved a staunch Air Corps booster with knowledge of our problems and 
troubles, 


Scott Field, Illinois, June 24th. 





Our swimming pool was officially opened for the season June 17th by a party 
and bridge given under auspices of the entertainuent committee, The pool was 
very inviting under its new coat of robins ecg blue, which color rapidly spread 
to the lips of its christeners, for the temvcrature of the water was 59° F. 
Henceforth throughout the sumaer there will te swimming parties every Thursday, 

During the week we were visited by the following pilots: Major Johnson, 
Capt. Richter, Lts, Woodruff ,Griffin, Brookings, Bassett (AUR) and Lampton, 

Jupiter having seen fit to bless us with favorable weather, much progress 
made in the flying course. The following students blossomed forth as solo ar- 
tists in the TA ships: Lts. Skinner, Cooper; Sgts. Gamble, Johannson, Williams; 
Cadets Yotz, Willis, Deerwester, Tarro and Meiner. 

On June 14th we had the pleasure of a call from the Commanding General of 
the Sixth Corps Area, iiaj.-Gen. Wa. S. Graves, who visited Scott Field for the 
first time on his annual inspection tour. General Graves in an entertaining 
and instructive talk to the assembled officers, expressed his interest and 
pleasure in the work we are carrying on here at the Balloon and Airship School. 

Flying time for the week ending June 19th was - a. Aircraft by types: 

1. Heavier-than-air, 15 hours, 50 minutes; 2. T.A. ships: 51 flights, 59 hours, 
55 minutes; 3. T.C. Ships, 27 flights, 54 hours, 55 minutes; 4. RS~1, one 
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flicht, 4 hours; 5. Frees uallocns, 3 flichts, 7 hours, 19 iinutes. lian Hours: 
1, Heavier-thaneair, 27 hours, 35 winutes; 2. Lishtsr-than-air, 648 hours,19 win, 





San Antonio Air Interwediate Depot, Duncan Field, Texus, June 12th. 


Major orainard, Officer in Charge of ilarine Aviation, Washinton, was a re- 
cent visitor here, havinz story poe on his way to San Diego,Calif. to change en- 
gines.“and have ainor repairs wade on his place, 

On June lst Lt. John ix, Clark , Depot Supply Officer, was granted leave for 
2 months and 3 days, lst Lt. Robert V. Ignico acting as Depot Supply Officer. 

This Depot suffered a loss when lst Lt. Clements lichiullen departed June 12 
for the Philippines. Lieut, iiclullen was Chief Engineer Officer of this Depot 
frou Sept. 1, 1924, when he canoe here from Brooks Field, where he was Engineer 
fies ts the Primary Flyinz School. He is one of the uost energetic pilots 

1 the game, having at. date of departure from here. a total of 2328 hours dnd 15 
eos fying time in over 43 tynes of airplanes, Lieut. ieNullen won the 
Literty Engine Duilders Race with a Fokker CO-4 at St. Louis in 1923. 

Another loss sustained .by this station was in the transfer on June lst of 
lst Lieut. Richard T, Aldworth to Langley Field« He took advantage of a 15-day 
leave prior to joining his new station. His devarture is greatly regretted by 
his numerous friends at this station. ' 

Lieut, Bavis, of the Texas National Guard Air Corps, came to the Depot on 
june iCth for the purpose of ferrying a TW-3 plane to the 36th Division Air Corp: 
exas National Guard, at, Houston, Texas. 


San Artonio Air Intermediate eee Texas, June 13 to July 2, 
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“The de sparture of our farmer 'C.0., Major Frank D. Lackland, and his mother, 
irs. Dorwin Lackland, from ‘this :post, and the arrival of our new Commanding of- 
ficer, Major John H, Pirie,and Mrs, Pirie, was the occasion of the most success- 
ful function ziven in Arisy circles in San Antonio for some time,- a dinner dance 
on the roof of the San Antonio Country Club on the evening of June 24th, The 
decorations were gladioli and roses, The departure of Major Lackland was depict- 
ed by a Winiature TA-6, the "Stutterinz Goose"; while the arrival of Major Pirie 
was Fepresented by a parachute leap in miniature. The guest list was composed 
entirely of Air Corps officers and their wives, some sixty couples. 

sajor Lackland relinquished comand of the Depot June 25th, inmediately as- 
sucin? comand of the Third Attack Group, which he was required to transfer fro. 
Kelly Field to its new location, | Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, prior to June 
30th. Major, Lackland ani Mrs. Lackland took their leave of this "Post maid the 
great rezret of the host of friends in and around San Antonio, 

The arrival of Wiajor and Mrs, Pirie was the occasion of the renewal of a 
wreat raany former friendships, as: Major Pirie ie a Texan and a graduate of Texas 
A&M, His wide acquaintance in this locality will undoubtedly broaden our ac- 
quaintance and result in closer oontact with the civilian life of San Antonio. 
“rs, Pirie, a lyric soprano of considerable note, will be especially’ welcoued ty 
musical circles of the city. Major Pirie assumed command of Depot June 2nd, 

Lieut, Halverson flew a Douglas 0-2 to El Paso June 19, returning the 20th. 

Lieut. Vanaman started for El Paso June 19th with Lt: Ignico as passenger 
tut cot only 20 miles out of San Antonio when enzine trouble forced his return. 

On June 23rd Major Lackland flew to Galveston in his TA-6, which denonstrat~ 
ed its "pick up" abilities in that on its return to this station on the 24th 
cur or five chickens were found in the luggage cornpartment. 

Lieut. Halverson honped to Mason,Texas, June 23rd, in our special DH and 
ferried back ia jor John H,. Pirie,who was enroute to San Antonio in his car which 
vroke down at Mason, Major Pirie was greatly impressed with the excellent con- 
dition of our permanent airéraft. 

Lieut. Duke ferried Mr. Howard Kin¢ to iason, Texas, June 24th, to repair 
major Pirie's car and drive it to San Antonio. | 

Lieut, Strickland came down from iduskocee in a DH June 16th to have a new 
engine installed in his plane and have a number of minor ‘changes and repairs 
made, returning to Muskogee’ on the 19th. 

First Lieut. Walter H, Reid, recently of France Field, Panaua, and row: on 
duty with the Texas National Guard, was 4 visitor. at this be pot on July end, 

The new hangar is new becinning to take form, with part of the steel franc. 
work already up and the talance on the ground ready for construction. Ji is 
feared by inuates of the Operations Office that its reputation for itis OOd, 

breezy location will be greatly lessened by the new hangar on its corpletion. 
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Selfridze Field, Mt, Clemens, Mich., June 23rd, 





The following radiocra. was received at Post Hqrs. at 3:50 p.m. June 15th 
fro:a the Comdg. Gen. Sixth Corps. Area; "M DAY TEST MOBILIZATION FOR YOUR COMMA 
COMMENCES TWELVE ONE A M JUNE SIXTEENTH NINETEEN TWENTY SIX STOP BY COMMAND 
SMITH". Orders were immediately issued and mobilization completed by 11:30 a.n 
_ the following day, The Group passed in review, tents were pitched on the flyin 
_.field, and all squadrons were found ready for field duty except for shortage of 
officers and airplanes. 
Four of the cadets now assigned to this Group were ordered to Chanute Fie] 
Rantoul, Ill., for-training ROTC, Cadet Jones departed for Chanute June 17th, 
hut Cadets Davis, Collins and Wilson remained here to take the examination for 
regular army commissions on the 21st, and left for Chanute the following day. 

Capts, Wu, R. Spriegel, Reinhold Seiwe, Myron A. Sine, and lst Lieuts. 
Russel F.'Kenaga and John E, Runchy, Air Corps Reserve, reported for duty and 

were assigned to various organizations of the Group for 15 days flying training, 
Licuts. Leonard H, Rodieck and Wa, L. Cornelius were ordered to detached 
service with the 202nd Coast Artillery Anti-Aircraft regiment, Illinois N.G., 
for flying duty in connection with anti-aircraft gunnery practice. © 
: Approximately thirty applicants for appointment as flying cadets were ex- 
amined here June 7th and 8th, only five failing to pass the required physical 
examination for flying.: ee 

Master Sgt. Harry F. Gosnear, 27th Pursuit Sqd., Tech. Sgt. Steven W. 
Nowak and Staff Set. Forrest (Doc) L. Daugherty were ordered to report to the 
Discharge and Replacement Depot, Fort Hamilton, N.Y., for a tour of foreign ser- 
vice in Panasa Canal Dept. Sgt. Gosnear is replacement for Master Set. Chris- 
topher Murphy, 25th Bomb. Sqd., assigned to Mitchel Field, N.Y. Sgts, Nowak 
and Daugherty are replacements for Technical Set. Henry P. Salmon, 24th Pursuit 
Squadron, and Staff Sgt, Elbert Dossett, 7th Obs. Sqd., respectively, 

The fact that Master Set. Gosnear's replacement goes to another field makes 
us all sort of wonder what is going to happen to the surplus noncommissioned 
grades that now exist in each Pursuit Squadron due, of course, to the new Peace 
Time Tables of Organization which have reduced the number of Master, Staff, 
Bucks and Corporals in the Air Corps. but ~ WHY WORRY = it won't help us any. 
Just the same guard comes pretty often as it is, . 

The Post Commander recen sy received a request from the Comaander of the 
- American Legion Post of Boston, Mass,, for authority for Lt, Crowley, A.C.R,,to 
fly a plane from Boston to Washington to extend an invitation to the President 
to attend a charity boxing match at Boston. Lt, Crowley was, however, unable 
to make the trip, his detail to active duty having expired on June 25th and 
there being no authority for Reserve officers to fly x-country while on inac- 
tive status, 

Capt. Frank H, Pritchard, Post Signal Officer, was ordered to proceed by 
airplane to McCook Field for the purpose of having installed on his plane 4 
model SCR 183 Radio transmitting and receiving set. Capt. Pritchard was unable 
to make the trip and the ship was flown to McCook by Cadet Mast, 27th Sqdn, if 
this set works out satisfactorily and further installations are wade in the 
Group, it will be a simple matter for the Group Operations Officer to grab a 
phone and order some unfortunate pilot to the ground for a little confidential 
chat ---- "And he learned about flying from that", 

Lt. Cornelius and Staff Sgt. Newcoub, piloting the now O-l's, ferried two 
mechanics to Oscoda June 15th, returning the same day. Oscoda is some 200 wiles 
north of Selfridge, but the trip was made in about ag hour and 25 min,each way. 

Each Pursuit Squadron now has avout twelve pursuit ships, and it is under: 
stood more are on the way, They include PW-8's, Pel's, P-l-A's and P-2's, In 
addition to these, they have the new Q-1's, a few Jennys, AT-1"'s and DH's. 
Anyway, there are plenty of ships to keep the mechanics busy. And there is 
plenty of formation flying which, with the instruction of Reserve Officers, 
keeps everyone pretty well occupied. Formations are held both morning and af- 
ternoon, with routine test and instruction crowded in between, 

At the present time there are no songs of the Air Corps at hand, but we 
are submitting a song familiar in many ways to most every member of the Air 
Corps and to endless members of the other branches of the Army, Navy and 
Marine Corps, It isn't really a song ~ more of a lament - but it's true and 


most any pay day it can be heard at various posts, camps and stations throug. 
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out the service from Panama to Alaska and fro: New York to the Philippines: 
THE SAD SONG OF A SLACK JACK PLAYER 


"Say did you ever see such luck? Haven't won a bet for an hour, 

' First I play to win and then I play to get even and if I ever got even 
in this gane I'm long gone. Got a swell date with a sweet mama and I 
just got to save enough to get to tow but the roll sure is going down. 

Well, well, things pickin' up around here, first standing hand 
I've had. Dealer's got to hit too, got a three spot up. Hope he 
breaks and watch me catch air. 

There he goes hittin' down again, wish he'd turn his cards up this 
suspense is awful. 

There it is, the whole roll, wan ‘a count it? 

Come on, don't squeeze ‘em So long, you can't. rub the spots off 
and they won't zrew in your hands. 

Man, this is awful! 

Whoa, hold on there! don't take my money I got ‘cold turkey’. 

What, twenty-one? Well - I'll - be - damned!" 


oO 


Lancley Field, Hampton, Va., July 2nd, 





lith Boabardment Squadron: The squadron flew a total of 15 hours and 20 
minutes during the past week, this time representine 20 flights, Practically 





‘all of this flying was for the purpose of training ROTC students, 


20th Bombardment Sqan: In the sadn. flying activities confined to the 
training of ROTC students, 13 flights for a total duration of 9 hrs. 50 min, were 
made, The instructors assured us that mich procress was made, 

Capt. Cecil G, Sellers, A.C. Res., on active jJuty with the organization for 
the past three months, had an extension of three uore months granted him. We 
are very much pleased to hear this, as Capt. Sellers was the Squadron Commander 
during the World War and was credited with distinguished service. 

96th Bomb. Sqin.; The "Devii's Own" had only 96 hours flying tirefor June, 
This was not so tad, as we hai only an average of one pilot for the month, the 
rest being away on other duty, We expect to double that time next month. 

The big field ena ag June 30th was not as bad as had been anticipated, 
but Capt. Rust, our Squadron Commander, tells us we will pitch tents once a 
north in the future t koep in practice, 

Lt, Allison left vs, his time expiring June 27th, We hated to see him de- 
part. Cadet Sprasue is beck from Bollinz Field, where he took an exasination 
for a Regular Army coimnission. We hope he will be successful and fill Lieut. 
Allison's place. 


Lanzley Field, Hampton, Va., July 9th. 











Jith Bombardment Squadron: The squadron flew a total of 25 hours and 25 
minutes during the past week, this time representing 16 flights, Practically 
all of the flying was for the purpose of training ROTC students, 

Two ships flew a cross-country to Washingt on, D.C., and return for the pur- 
pose of training reserve officers. 

The squadron was presented with a cup from the Robertson Noeth Sport Shop 
at Norfolk, Va,, for winning the Post Championship ball game, 

20th Ronbardment Squadron: For the past week squadron flying activities 
were confined largely to training RCTC studerts, 20 hours and 15 minutes and 14 
flights being made and 12 students instructed. An interesting feature of this 
work was a bombing mission to Washington Juty .7th. The take-off was made at 
8:10 a.a. and the formation proceeded to the Capital City via Quantico, Va. Af- 
ter circling the city, the ships, 9 in all, landed at Bolling Field for a short 
stay, The return trip was made in the afternoon of the same day. 

Capt. W.H, Hale, our Squadron Commander, led the flight and three of the 
squadron shins participated. 

59th Service Squadron: Staff Sct. Miles B. Sloan, having completed a tour 
of foreign service in the Philippines, arrived here with his family. He was re- 
placed in the Islands by Staff Sgt. MacDermott of this organization. Sgt Sloan 
was a werber of this squadron prior to being detailed to foreign duty in i924, 

96th Bombarduent Squadron: Three NBS-1 airplanes were furnished for 6 
cross-country training flight of the ROTC students now here for sumer tra: ane 
Capt. Black, our former squadron commander, and Staff Set. Kuehl, @2.so a formes 


member of the "Devil's Own" paid this post a visit. Both are stat i on i at 
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Baltimore with the Maryland National Guard. 

From all appearances we willisoon be ready for sea duty, as a new motor 

« is being purchased for the Squadron Joat. All members are rari'’n to go, 

lgth Airship Company, The Airship TC-5 took off at 7:00 a.m. July 8th 
for the Naval Air station at Lakehurst, N.J,, landing there at 12:15 p.m, This 
is the first of a series of coastal patrol flights which will be made during 
the summer months, In the near future a flight to Scott Field is planned, 

For the first eight days of July this Company made a total of 17 flights 
with the Airships TC-5 and TC-9 for a total of 32 ship hrs. and 205 man hours, 

Now that the fishing season has started, this Company is using the motor 
toat to advantage, The mess is being furnished with plenty of fresh fish, 
among which is the famous Bluefish. Judging from the demand on the kitchen 
when served, it is apparently appreciated. 

Whenever airships leave for flights there is a large demand from the many 
reserve officers and ROTC men in the vicinity for flights, and the waiting list 
is continually increasing. 





Langley Field, Hampton, Va., June 26th. 





lith Bomb, Sqdn, Ten hours and 40 minutes were flown last week. lst Lt. 

Walker; C.0., cross-countried to Camp Anthony Wayne, Pa,, carrying supplies to 
-the squadron's ships at Philadelphia in connection with the Sesqui-Centennial, 
20th Bombardment Sguadron: The annual picnic of the Squadron was held at 
Grand View amusement Park June 23d, Capt, Hale, C,0, read the Squadron history 
and then introduced Capt. Sellers, who was C.0. of the 20th in France. He gave 
a nice talk on the activities of the squadron at the front and told of sone 
thrilling experiences some of his officers and isen had during the war, but ne-~ 
glected to tell how he earned the DSC for bravery in action, which we are sure 
would have been very interesting, However, we admire hia for his modesty. 

Various entertainment was offered in the way of track and field events, 
three tugs of war, a pie-eating contest, a baseball game between the NCO's and 
the privates, also several comedy sketches by some of the outfit. 

end Photo Section: Lieut, Thomas M, Lowe, C.0, of the 2nd Photo Section, 
assisted by four enlisted men, gave a series of instructions, both practical 
and theoretical, to a number of Reserve Officers now undergoing two weeks' 
trainings in aviation here, The theoretical instruction consisted of Aerial 
Camera K-3 and K-6, their care and operation, developing films, printing and 
the laying of mosaic; in fact, everything concerning aerial photography. The 
practical side consisted of actual taking of aerial photographs, developing 
and printing. Two cameras were used and mounted in an NS] for taking of 
oblique and vertical photographs, 

19th Airship Comrery: Our officers showed unusual aptitude and rendered 
valuable assistance in keeping the monthly flying time total of the company on 
a high average. They don't do anything here but fly, as they all want to com- 
pete with the best pilots, The total aircraft flying time for the last month 
was 59 hours and 20 minutes; man hours, 318 hours and 55 winutes. Lieut, Wn, 
A. Gray headed the list with 35 hours and 45 minutes, Capt. Wn, E, Kepner was 
second with 32 hours and 40 minutes. 

In eleven days 6f the first 24 days of June the airships TC-5 and TC#9 
rolled up a total of 69 hours and 45 minutes of aircraft flying tise, and man 
hours of 363 hours and 5 min, A newcomer, Warrant Officer R.E. Lassiter, @ 
qualified airship pilot from Scott Field, leads the flying tine of the company 
for this month with a total of 30 hours and 45 minutes. Lieut. Wm, A. Gray 
came second with a total of 22 hours and 10 winutes and Lieut. Rowland Kieburtz, 
third, with 22 hours, 5 minutes. Such exceedinzly hich time for light er-than- 
air craft is especially due to the fact that our riggers and engineers show un- 
usual proficiency in keeping all equipment in comaission at all tines. 

This amount of flying time credited to the officers of the organization 
will result in there being available a number of highly trained pilots who will 
be capable of handlinz an airship under any conditions, as well as to advance 
the training of the enlisted members of the airship crews. 

96th Bombardiaent Squadron: Our Squadron Commander, Capt, Rust, is now bacs 
in couaand, having returned from airways the past week. 

Lieut, Colliver returned from Mitchel Field June 24th, having over 35 hrs. 
for himself while at that station training West Point Cadets. 
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